
A TRANSLATION of an Inspeximus of Queen Elizabeth setting forth the Charter granted by King 
Henry the Eighth to the Inhabitants of Ottery Saint Mary, Devon (Copied from Minute Book 
1838)  

Elizabeth, by the grace of God of England, France and Ireland, Queen Defender of the 
Faith etc. To all to whom these present Letters shall come greeting, We have looked into an 
enrolment of certain Letters Patent of our Lord Henry the eighth lately King of England, our 
beloved Father, made under his great Seal of England, dated at Westminster the twenty fourth 
day of December in the thirty seventh year of his Reign, and made for the Inhabitants of the 
Parish of Saint Mary Ottery in one County of Devon, and enrolled in the Rolls by our 
Chancellor in these words - Henry the 8th by the Grace of God of England, France and Ireland, 
King Defender of the Faith and the supreme Governor of the Church of England and Ireland 
in the land To all to whom these present Letters shall come greeting KNOW YE, that for 
certain causes and considerations especially advising and moving us to incorporate and erect into 
one Body certain of our subjects the Inhabitants of the Parish of Saint Mary Ottery in our 
County of Devon for the universal good and common advantage of all and every of the 
Inhabitants of the said Parish - We will and by our certain knowledge and mere motion grant to 
the said Inhabitants of the said Parish by these presents, for ourselves, our heirs and successors, 
that for the remaining time there may be in the said parish for ever, four governors of the 
hereditaments and goods of the aforesaid Church of Ottery from the Inhabitants of the said 
Parish for the time being and that the said four Governors in reality and in name for the future 
may be one Body of themselves for ever by the name of the four Governors of the 
Hereditaments and Goods of the aforesaid Church of Saint Mary Ottery in the County of 
Devon incorporated and erected and we incorporate these four Governors of the hereditaments 
and goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid by these presents and we really and fully 
create erect ordain and constitute them a Corporate Body to continue by the same name for ever 
by these presents And moreover we will and grant that the same four Governors of the 
Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery in the County of Devon may 
have a perpetual Succession .And also that they may be by the same name persons fit and 
capable in the Law, so fit as to accept receive and have from us the Rectories, Messuages, 
Houses, Edifices, Lands, Tenements, Glebes, Tythes, Oblations, Obventions, Pensions, 
Portions, Subscriptions, and all and every the other hereditaments in these our Letters Patent 
specified And we greatly trusting on the fidelity and circumspection of John Haydon Esquire, 
Hugh More, Wm. Trent and Wm. Sherman the first and present Governors of the 
Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery in the County of Devon by the 
presents to exercise and perform the said Office well and faithfully from the date of these 
presents during their whole lives and we further ordain and decree by these presents that when 
and as often as afterwards it shall happen that one or more of the said four Governors for the 
time being shall die or inhabit any where without the Parish of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid, and 
depart with his family, that then and so often it shall be well and lawful for his Co-Officers 
outliving him or them, and abiding with their families to elect and nominate one or more fit 
persons of the said Inhabitants in the place of him or them so dying or so departing with his 
family as aforesaid within one month following (after his or their death or departure with his 
family) to succeed in the said Office of the one or more Governors for his whole life and if the 
aforesaid Governors outliving shall refuse to elect and nominate a fit or fit persons in the place of 
him or them dying or departing by the space of one month or shall not agree about the election 
within the said time after their death or departure as aforesaid; then and afterwards it shall be 
Lawful for the Vicar the perpetual preacher for the time being to elect and nominate one or 
more of the better Inhabitants of the said parish of Saint Mary Ottery to perform the said Office 
instead and in the place of the Governors so dying or departing with his or their families,. We 
therefore being willing by our particular favour and from our certain knowledge and mere 
motion to bring our intention and purpose in this part to effect, have given and granted and do 
give and grant by these presents to the aforesaid four Governors of the hereditaments and goods 



of the Church of Saint Nary Ottery that our whole Church of Saint Mary Ottery and all that 
Churchyard and belfry of the said Church and that one Chapel named our Lady's Chapel and all 
manner of things Vestries Cloister and the Chapter House with all things pertaining to them in 
Ottery aforesaid lately belonging and pertaining to the late College of Saint Mary Ottery in our 
County of Devon now dissolved and surrendered to us and likewise all these messuages and 
houses called or known by the name or names of the Vicars house, the secondary house, the 
cloisters house and the Schoolhouse with all things belonging to them in Ottery aforesaid and 
lately belonging and appertaining to the said late College; also all and every thing or things/ 
houses, Edifices, structures, Stables, Dove houses, Gardens, Orchards, Lands or Soil, and all 
other profits, commodities, Emoluments, and Hereditaments whatsoever in Ottery aforesaid 
belonging and appertaining to the said Messuages and Houses and lately belonging and 
appertaining to the late said College of Saint Mary Ottery; and likewise all these our tithes of wool 
and lamb; likewise all and all manner of oblations and all and all manner of tithes aforesaid both 
real and personal, with all things appertaining to them in Ottery aforesaid lately belonging and 
appertaining to the said late College of Saint Mary Ottery and likewise all and all manner of our 
other tithes yearly and from time to time increasing or growing afresh within the parish of Saint 
Mary Ottery aforesaid and lately belonging and appertaining to the said late College of Saint Mary 
Ottery; and the parcels of possessions and reventions from thence being; Notwithstanding, 
excepting always and altogether reserving to ourselves our Heirs and Successors all and all 
manner of tithes of Sheaves of Corn increasing growing or coming afresh yearly and from time 
to time within the Parish of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid which heretofore were used and are 
occupied as parcels of possessions or Incomes of the College of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid 
Likewise we give for the consideration aforesaid and by our certain knowledge and mere motion 
by these presents grant to the aforesaid four Governors of the hereditaments and Goods of the 
Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid the Reversion and Reversions of all and every of the 
aforesaid Messuages, houses, edifices, orchards, tithes and all the rest and every of the premises 
above expressed and specified and granted by these presents, with all their appurtenances and 
with every parcel thereof; also the Incomes Reventions and other annual profits whatsoever 
reserved upon whatsoever demises and concessions made of the said premises or of any parcel 
thereof which Messuages indeed houses, Edifices, orchards tithes and all and every of the 
premises above expressed and specified (except before excepted) now are extended to the clear 
and annual value of forty five pounds nineteen shillings and two pence and we further give for 
the consideration aforesaid and by these presents grant to the aforesaid Governors of the 
Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid all the aforesaid 
Church, Church yard, Belfry, Cloisters, Houses, Edifices, Orchards, tithes and all and every the 
rest of the premises above expressed and specified and by these presents grant with all their 
appurtenances and every parcel thereof so fully liberally and wholly and in so ample a manner 
and form as the late Warden or Keeper and Canons of the said late College of Saint Mary Ottery 
aforesaid or one or more of its predecessors in the right of the said late College some time before 
the dissolution or surrendering of the said late College or before that the said late College came to 
our hands had held or enjoyed or ought to have held or enjoyed, the aforesaid Church, Church 
yard, Chapel, Messuages, Houses, Edifices, Structures, Orchards tithes and all and every the rest 
of the premises above granted with their appurtenances or every part thereof as aforesaid and so 
fully and wholly and in so ample a manner and form as all and every thing and things came or 
ought to come to our hands by reason or by means of the dissolution or in surrendering of the 
said late College or by reason or by means of any Charter Gift Concession or surrendering made 
by the late said Warden or keeper of its late Canons to us under the Common Seal or by reason 
or by means of any Act of Parliament now made and published or by any other manner 
whatsoever and which now are or ought to be in our hands, To have to hold, and enjoy the 
aforesaid Church, Church yard, Belfry, Chapel, Messuages, Houses, Edifices, Structures, 
Orchards, Tithes, Oblations, Hereditaments, and all the rest and every of the premises above 
expressed and specified and by these presents before granted with all their appurtenances to the 
aforesaid four Governors of the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery 
aforesaid and to their successors for ever To be held of us our Heirs and Successors in Socage by 



trust only and not in chief for all incomes Services and demands whatsoever to be rendered paid 
or made henceforth to us, our Heirs and Successors in any manner whatsoever And we further 
will and by these presents for ourselves our Heirs and Successors grant to the aforesaid four 
Governors of the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and 
to their Successors for ever; that they themselves and their Successors for ever; shall ever have a 
Common Seal to serve for their business belonging to the premises aforesaid and all other things 
contained in these our Letters Patent in which concern only any parcel thereof And likewise that 
they themselves in the name of the four Governors of the hereditaments and Goods of the 
Church of Saint Mary Ottery in the County of Devon shall be empowered to plead and be 
impleaded to defend and to be defended to rejoin and to be rejoined in whatsoever Courts and 
places and before whatsoever Judges in whatsoever causes, actions, trials suits complaints orders 
and demands of what condition or nature soever they shall be touching the premises and all 
other Subscriptions or any parcel thereof or made or perpetrated or to be made or perpetrated 
for any offences transgressions things causes or matters by one or more persons in or upon the 
premises or touching or concerning any parcel thereof or any thing specified in these presents 
Likewise we will for the consideration aforesaid and by our regal authority which we discharge 
for ourselves, our heirs and successors by these presents grant to the aforesaid four Governors of 
the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery in the County of Devon and 
to their Successors that the said four Governors of the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church 
of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and their Successors may have hold and enjoy and convert to 
their own use the aforesaid tithes and the aforesaid oblations with all their appurtenances (except 
before excepted) so fully freely and wholly and in so ample a manner and form as either the 
Warden or keeper and its late Canons or one or more of its predecessors lately in the right of the 
said College some time before the dissolution or surrendering of the said late College or before 
that the said late College came to our hands had held or enjoyed and consented to their own use 
or ought to have hold or enjoyed and convert to their own use the aforesaid oblations with all 
their appurtenances (except before excepted) or any parcel thereof by reason or by any means 
whatsoever by any law, act, decree, ordination, provision, restriction or any other thing, cause or 
matter whatsoever thereof heretofore had made ordained, published or provided on the contrary 
in any wise notwithstanding We likewise for the consideration aforementioned and from our 
certain knowledge and mere motion by these presents grant to the aforesaid four Governors of 
the hereditaments and goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery and all and every of the Exits 
Incomes Reventions and all other profits whatsoever of the aforesaid Messuages, houses, 
Edifices, Orchards, tithes, oblations and every of the other premises by these presents before 
granted with all their appurtenances and with any parcel thereof hitherto coming or increasing 
from the time of the dissolution or surrendering of the said late College of Saint Mary Ottery; 
And likewise all and all manner of Lead and all and every the Bells and Metal of Bells whatsoever 
in or upon the aforesaid Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and the belfry of the said Church 
and in or upon the aforesaid Vestry, Chapter House and Cloister and Chapel called our Lady's 
Chapel or being or remaining in or upon any parcel thereof to be held by the said four 
Governors from our gift without Corporation and without rendering paying or doing by any 
manner therefore to us our heirs and successors in any manner whatsoever and the aforesaid 
four Governors of the hereditaments and goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid 
grant for themselves and their successors that the said four Governors and their successors shall 
pay to the Bishop of Exeter and to his Successors six shillings and eight pence and to the 
Archdeacon of Exeter and to his Successor six shillings and eight pence for procuration fees and 
to the said Archdeacon and to his Successors two shillings and five pence for Synodal and to the 
Vicar of Sidbury in the Diocese of Exeter and to his Successors nine shillings and shall discharge 
by these presents as well out of the aforesaid incomes as from all other exits burdens and sums of 
pence whatsoever going out or to be paid by the said persons from the premises (before granted 
by these presents) both ourselves our heirs and successors for ever; and that the aforesaid four 
Governors themselves and their Successors shall from time to time support repair and maintain 
for ever the aforesaid Church belfry, houses, edifices and mansions to be assigned to the Vicar 
and Schoolmaster through their own charge and expense; and that neither they themselves nor 



their Successors shall convert the said Church, belfry, houses, and mansions or any parcel thereof 
to any other use. In consideration of all which as well the said Inhabitants of the Parish of Saint 
Mary Ottery as the aforesaid four Governors of the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of 
Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid for themselves and their Successors grant by these presents that they 
themselves and their Successors from year to year and from time to time shall pay or cause to be 
paid for ever to the Vicar the perpetual preacher in the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid to 
be named and incorporated by us by these presents and to his Successors the Vicars the 
preachers in the said Church twenty pounds a year at the feasts of the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Michael the Archangel to be paid by equal portions by the names 
of a certain yearly pension to be assigned and appointed for the endowing of its Vicarage And 
likewise that the said four Governors and their Successors the Governors of the hereditaments 
and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid shall pay or cause to be paid from year 
to year and from time to time for ever to the Master or Schoolmaster of our said School of the 
parish of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid in like manner to be incorporated by us by these presents 
and to his successors the Master or Schoolmaster of the said parish ten pounds a year at the said 
feasts of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Michael the Archangel to be 
paid by equal portions and that the said four Governors immediately after the sealing of these 
our letters Patent shall make or cause to be made a sufficient donation and concession to the 
aforesaid Vicar the Preacher and Master or Schoolmaster and to their Successors of the 
convenient house, habitation or mansion within the parish of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid for the 
habitation and mansion of the Vicar the Preacher or Schoolmaster and his Successor for ever 
Also that the said four Governors and their Successors the Governors and hereditaments and 
Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid at their own charge yearly and from time to 
time for ever shall find give and pay to two Chaplain Priests to serve in the said Church of Saint 
Mary Ottery aforesaid yearly for ever pay and salaries fit competent and convenient for 
supporting and maintaining them with food and raiment at the said feasts of the Annunciation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Michael the Archangel yearly to be paid by equal portions and 
that all and every of the premises may duly take effect and being laid on firm foundations to 
continue for ever may endure and remain by its own strength and virtue. We further will and by 
our royal authority supreme and ecclesiastical which we discharge for ourselves our Heirs and 
Successors by these presents grant that there shall be in the Church of Saint Mary Ottery a Vicar 
the perpetual preacher of the said Church of Saint Mary Ottery expressed and shall have a 
perpetual succession and the Vicar himself and his Successors shall be in the place of the Rector 
and there shall reside, keep up hospitality and there have the care of all the Parishioners and shall 
do and execute all other things which are known to belong to the Office of the Rector or Vicar 
and shall take upon themselves and support all burdens ordinary and extraordinary belonging or 
appertaining to the said Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid except in the repairing of the said 
Chancel of the Church as often as it shall be needful; which reparations indeed of the aforesaid 
Chancel, the aforesaid four Governors grant for themselves and their Successors the Governors 
of the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid shall and do 
support from time to time as often as it shall be fit and necessary at their own charge and expense 
always for all times to come And we likewise will and by our authority aforesaid by these presents 
grant that the said Vicar the perpetual Preacher of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid in 
the County of Devon may be persons fit and capable to receive and acquire for themselves and 
their Successors the Vicars the perpetual preachers of the said Church from the aforesaid four 
Governors of the hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid a 
certain yearly pension or Annuity of twenty pounds a year for its Vicarage there to be endowed 
with a clause of distress or any other clause whatsoever to be made for the security of the 
payment of the said yearly income pension or annuity and by the same name and under the same 
name to prosecute to claim and to implead and to be impleaded to defend and to be defended, 
to rejoin and to be rejoined, in whatsoever Courts and places of our Kingdom and Dominion, 
jurisdiction and power whatsoever of us and our Heirs and Successors in or upon all and every 
cause, action, suit, brief demand and complaint real personal and miset as well temporal as 
spiritual and in all other Causes and matters in whatsoever touching and concerning the said 



annual Income or annuity or any parcel thereof And further know ye that we being led by a 
particular love and affection with which we very much respect the young subjects of our 
Kingdom within our said County of Devon; that for the future they being instructed from their 
Cradles in more polite learning than before our times they were accustomed may become more 
learned when they shall come to a more advanced age; thus certainly thinking that the English 
Church whose vicegerent we are immediately on the earth will not be less adorned and graced by 
men learned in languages than by prudent men for the Good of the whole Kingdom create erect 
found ordain, make and establish a certain free Grammar School in the parish of Saint Mary 
Ottery aforesaid under one Master or Schoolmaster by the tenor of these presents really and fully 
to endure always for all times to come and we will and order by these presents that it thus 
established and to last for ever may be inviolably kept and that the said Grammar School so by 
us founded, created and erected and established shall commonly be called named and entitled the 
Kings New Grammar School of St. Mary Ottery And that in the said School there shall be a 
Master or Schoolmaster to be nominated and appointed from time to time by the aforesaid four 
Governors of the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and 
by the Vicar the preacher of the Church which Master indeed or Schoolmaster so nominated 
and appointed as aforesaid shall be called named and styled by the name of a Master or 
Schoolmaster of our said School of the parish of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid And we will and 
order him by these presents to be called and styled for ever by the same name And we likewise 
will that the said Master or Schoolmaster and his Successors the Masters or Schoolmasters of our 
said School of the parish of St. Mary Ottery aforesaid may have a perpetual Succession and may 
be persons fit to receive and acquire for themselves and their Successors the Masters or 
Schoolmasters of the said School from the aforesaid four Governors of the hereditaments and 
Goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid the certain yearly income pension or 
annuity of ten pounds a year with a clause of distress or any other clause whatsoever to be made 
for the secure payment of the said annual income, pension or annuity. We likewise will and for 
ourselves our Heirs and Successors by these presents grant to the aforesaid four Governors of 
the Hereditaments and Goods of the Church of St. Mary Ottery aforesaid that the said four 
Governors may be impowered to give and grant as well to the aforesaid Vicar the perpetual 
Preacher of the Church of St. Mary Ottery aforesaid and to his Successors the Vicars the 
preachers of the said Church the aforesaid yearly income pension or annuity of twenty pounds a 
year and the house and mansion convenient for the said Vicar the preacher and his Successors 
the Vicar the preacher then to be inhabited as to the aforesaid Master or Schoolmaster of one 
School of the Parish of St. Mary Ottery aforesaid and to his Successors the Masters 
Schoolmasters there to be inhabited with the clause of distress in all and every of the premises 
before granted or any other clause for the Security of payment aforesaid by their several writings 
to be made signed and sealed under the Common Seal or by any other manner whatsoever; and 
we give and grant licence to the said Vicar the preacher and to his Successors and to the said 
Master or Schoolmaster and to his Successors, that they themselves separately may be able and 
may be impowered to take and receive the aforesaid yearly incomes pensions or annuities and 
mansions in the manner and form aforesaid from the aforesaid four Governors for ourselves 
and our Successors the statute DE TERRIS ET TEMENTIS AD MANIM MORTUAM 
NON PONEND or any statute whatsoever or ordination on the contrary made 
notwithstanding And that the aforesaid Vicar the preacher and his Successors and Master or 
Schoolmaster and his Successors may have hold and enjoy the aforesaid several yearly incomes, 
pensions or annuities according to the form and intention of these our Letters patent they the 
aforesaid four Governors of the hereditaments and goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery 
aforesaid for and in consideration of the premises grant for themselves and their Successors the 
Governors of the said Church that they themselves immediately and without any delay after the 
making signing and sealing of these our Letters Patent shall make or cause to be made as well a 
sufficient Donation and concession by their own writings to be made, signed and sealed under 
our said Common Seal to the aforesaid Vicar the preacher to be nominated by ourselves, our 
heirs and Successors as aforesaid of the said Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and to their 
Successors the Vicars the perpetual Preachers of the said Church about the aforesaid yearly 



income pension or annuity of twenty pounds to be paid to him in the form aforesaid and 
proceeding from the premises before granted with the Clause of distress in the said or in any 
other clause whatsoever for the security of the said annuity as a sufficient donation and 
concession. In this manner by their writings to be made signed and sealed under our said 
Common Seal to the aforesaid Master or Schoolmaster of our School of the parish of St. Mary 
Ottery aforesaid and to his Successors the Masters or Schoolmasters of the said School about the 
aforesaid yearly income pension or annuity of ten pounds proceeding from the premises before 
granted with the clause of distress in the same or by any other clause whatsoever for the security 
of the payments of the said Annuity and to be made in the form aforesaid the Statute DE 
TERRIS ET TENEMENTIS AD MA NIM MORTUAM NON PONEND or any other 
Statute whatsoever law custom prohibition cause or matter whatsoever in any manner 
notwithstanding yet always saving and wholly reserving for ourselves our heirs and Successors 
the presentation nomination donation and concession of the said Vicar the perpetual preacher of 
the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and his Successors the Vicars the Preachers of the said 
Church and tithes and first fruits of the said Vicarage as it is when it shall happen except the first 
fruits for this first one turn only Provided always that if the aforesaid Master or School Master or 
one or more of his Successors shall be absent from the aforesaid School by the space of one 
month and shall stay any other where that then and as often as it shall be well and lawful for the 
aforesaid four Governors and for the Vicar for the time being to choose another Master or 
Schoolmaster in his place and to remove and to expel the same thus absent and staying any 
where and to detract the said Salary and pay and all the other premises granted by the aforesaid 
four Governors from the said Master as aforesaid from the time of his departure And we further 
will and for ourselves our Heirs and Successors by these presents grant to the aforesaid four 
Governors of the Hereditaments and goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and to 
their Successors that if it shall happen that the aforesaid Vicar the perpetual Preacher or one or 
more of his Successors at any time for the time shall not reside within the parish of Saint Mary 
Ottery aforesaid by which he shall not keep up hospitality and these shall not take upon him the 
care of the Souls of the Parishioners by the space of one three months that then and so often it 
shall be well and lawful for the aforesaid four Governors and their Successors to keep back from 
the aforesaid annual Income pension or annuity of twenty pounds a year to be granted to the 
said perpetual preacher by the aforesaid four Governors by their Charter as aforesaid in the 
hands of the said four Governors or of one or more of them for the time being forty shillings for 
any such three months in which it shall happen thus that the said Vicar the Preacher shall be 
absent and shall not reside; yet so that the aforesaid four Governors or Successors shall find or 
cause to be found another honest and learned Priest a Preacher in his place and at the time of his 
non residence who may undertake the Office of the said Vicar and he in his stead and there to 
take the care of the Souls and shall do and execute all other things which are known to belong to 
the Office of the Rector or Vicar And we further give and from our certain knowledge and mere 
motion by these presents grant to the aforesaid four Governors of the Church of Saint Mary 
Ottery aforesaid and to their Successors the Governors of the said Church special and free 
licence and lawful faculty power and authority to hold receive and acquire for themselves and 
their Successors for ever as well from us our Heirs and Successors as from any other person or 
persons whatsoever Lordships, Manors, Messuages, Lands, Tenements, Rectories Tithes and all 
other hereditaments whatsoever within the Kingdom of England or any where within our 
dominions whatsoever if so be they do not exceed the yearly value of twenty marks a year 
beyond and above the aforesaid Tithes, Oblations and other profits within the said Parish of 
Ottery St. Mary before granted by us by these presents to the aforesaid four Governors of the 
hereditaments and goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery as aforesaid the Statute DE 
TERRIS ET TENEMENTIS AD MANIM MORTUAM NON PONEND in any manner 
notwithstanding And as by a certain Act of our Parliament contained at London on the third day 
of November in the twenty sixth year of our Reign and then and there held amongst other 
things published provided established and ordained it is enacted that we our Heirs and 
Successors the Kings of this our Kingdom of England shall have and enjoy from time to time to 
last forever upon every such person or persons whatsoever which may be nominated, elected, 



presented, collated or appointed by any other manner at any time after the first day of January 
then next ensuing to any Archbishoprick, Bishoprick, Abbacy, Monastery, Priory, College 
Hospital Archdeaconry, Deanery, Canonry Prebendship, Rectory, Vicarage, Chantry, free 
Chapel, or any dignity benefit office or spiritual promotion within this our Kingdom of England 
or any where within our Dominions of whatsoever name nature or quality they shall be or to 
whatsoever foundation patronship or donation they may belong the first fruits of the reventions 
and profits for one year of any such Archbishoprick, Bishoprick, Abbacy, Monastery, Priory, 
College Hospital Archdeaconry, Deanery, Canonry, Prebendship, Rectory, Vicarage Chantry free 
Chapel, or any dignity benefit or Spiritual promotion or nomination to which thing or things any 
such person or persons after the aforesaid first day of January might be nominated, elected, 
constituted, presented, collated, or by any other manner appointed as in the said Act of 
Parliament amongst other things it more plainly appears Know ye that we being willing to 
discharge and acquit the first Vicar the preacher of the Church of St. Mary Ottery aforesaid and 
his Executors as will from all the first fruits reventions and profits to be paid for the said Vicarage 
and the said annual income pensions or annuity of twenty pounds and any parcel thereof as from 
any sum of money by reason of the said Act of Parliament for the first fruits We by our particular 
favor and by our certain knowledge and mere motion for ourselves our Heirs and Successors by 
these presents grant to the said Vicar the preacher and his executors that we our heirs and 
Successors shall not have require claim nor demand any of the first fruit or fruits from or for the 
Vicarage of the Church of St. Mary Ottery aforesaid or from or for the aforesaid annual income 
pension or annuity of twenty pounds a year or from or for any parcel thereof nor for the said first 
fruits or any parcel thereof for this one turn only but that the aforesaid Vicar the perpetual 
Preacher and his Executors are and shall be discharged and acquitted towards us our Heirs and 
Successors from and for the first fruits to be paid with the annual income, pension or annuity 
aforesaid and any parcel thereof and from and for all and all manner of sums of pence 
whatsoever in the name and for the first fruits of the said annual income pension or annuity and 
any parcel thereof to us our heirs and Successors for this our turn only And likewise we have 
given remitted and released and by these presents do give remit and release to the aforesaid Vicar 
the perpetual preacher the first fruits and profits of his yearly income pension or annuity aforesaid 
and any parcel thereof and all and all manner of sums of money due to us and to be paid by the 
name or for the first fruits of the said Vicarage of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery aforesaid and 
of his aforesaid yearly income, pension or annuity aforesaid and any parcel thereof by the 
aforesaid four Governors of the Hereditaments and goods of the Church of Saint Mary Ottery 
aforesaid to be so granted by their Charter as aforesaid and for this one turn only And we by 
these presents give and grant to the said Vicar the preacher all and all manner of sums of money 
to be rendered paid and done to us for the first fruits and reventions and profits of the annual 
income pension or annuity in respect of the said Act of Parliament or any other Act whatsoever, 
law, prescription, custom or otherwise or by any other manner whatsoever by the aforesaid Vicar 
the perpetual preacher for the aforesaid annual income pension or annuity of twenty pounds a 
year or any parcel thereof to be held by the said Vicar the perpetual preacher from our gift 
without Corporation or any other thing to be rendered paid or done therefore to us our Heirs 
and Successors the first fruits to be rendered for the aforesaid annual income, pension or annuity 
of twenty pounds by his Successors the Vicars the perpetual preachers for ever according to the 
form of the statute aforesaid MOREOVER we will and by these presents firmly enjoin and 
command all and every the Archbishops and Bishops within this our Kingdom of England and 
the Court of Chancery for our Tithes and first fruits also all and every of them that they 
themselves and any of them in any manner shall not impeach, disturb, vex, trouble, or molest the 
aforesaid Vicar the perpetual preacher or any person whatsoever which now first shall be 
nominated and appointed by us our heirs and Successors to the said Vicarage from or for the 
keeping back of the payment of any sum or thing whatsoever for the first fruits, reventions, 
profits, or by the name of the first fruits of the aforesaid yearly income, pension or annuity of 
twenty pounds or any parcel thereof or the aforesaid Vicar from or for the keeping back of the 
payment of any sum or thing whatsoever for the first fruits of this turn only7, but that all and 
every the Archbishops, bishops, Chancellors Officers and Ministers of us our Heirs and 



Successors upon the producing of these our Letters Patent shall permit or cause to be made that 
the aforesaid Vicar the perpetual preacher and his Executors shall be quiet and in peace. Likewise 
we will for the consideration aforesaid and from our certain knowledge and mere motion by 
these presents grant to the aforesaid four Governors of the hereditaments and goods of the 
Church of St. Mary Ottery and to the aforesaid Vicar the perpetual preacher and to the Master 
and Schoolmaster that they may and shall have these our Letters patent made and Sealed under 
our great seal of England in a due manner For that reason because an express mention about the 
true and yearly value or about any other Value or certainty of the premises or any of them or 
about any other Gift or concession made by us or by any of our progenitors to the aforesaid four 
Governors of the hereditaments and Goods of the Church of St. Mary Ottery and to the 
aforesaid Vicar the perpetual Preacher and to the Master, the School Master before these times in 
presentibus minime factis existit or any other Statute, Act, Ordination, provision, proclamation or 
restriction to the contrary henceforth, heretofore had made published ordained or provided or 
by any other thing, cause or matter whatsoever in any manner notwithstanding IN 
TESTIMONY of which thing we have caused these our Letters Patent to be made I myself 
being Witness at Westminster the twenty fourth day of December in the thirty seventh year of 
our Reign by a brief from the private Seal and from the date aforesaid by the authority of 
Parliament. But we have thought proper that the Enrolment of the aforesaid Letters Patent at the 
requests of our beloved John Haydon Esquire William Sherman, John Eveleigh and John 
Courtenay Gentlemen now the Governors of the hereditaments and goods of the Church of St. 
Mary Ottery aforesaid shall be exemplified by these presents In testimony of which thing we 
have caused these our Letters patent to be made I myself being Witness at Westminster the 
eighth day of March in the sixteenth year of our Reign. 
 
 
 
 

 


